PIAA D1 44 Varsity Boys Soccer
Four Straight Second Half Goals Lead Conestoga Boys
Over Abington District 1 Thriller

Conestoga Players Strom the Field After Defeating Abington 4-3 in a Courageous Comeback for the Ages

In sports, they say, “No lead is safe.” That was certainly the case Saturday at Garnet Valley High School, where
the Conestoga Pioneers staged a remarkable second-half comeback, erasing a three-goal deficit to stun the
Abington Ghosts in a thrilling District 1 Class 4A Boys Soccer Championship. What unfolded was more than
just a soccer game. It was a tremendous display of determination, resilience, and heart by two outstanding teams
that left everything they had on the field.

The Pioneers were staring at an absolute mountain. The Ghosts had built a commanding three-goal cushion and
appeared well on their way to disappearing the District 1 crown. Abington's impressive play, relentless pressure,
and ability to capitalize on scoring opportunities had put Conestoga in a difficult position early in the second
half.

But the Pioneers had other plans.
Luke Stenines ignited the second-half rally at the 32:20 mark, providing the spark his team desperately needed.
And make no mistake, it might have been just one goal on the scoreboard, but it meant so much more. It was a

momentum shift, a renewed sense of belief, and a reminder that championship teams never stop competing.

With each touch of the ball, the Pioneers seemed to grow more confident. Their passes became sharper, their
pressure intensified, and their determination was evident in every challenge. That confidence continued to build



when Drew Lucot and Daniel Poltaraus found the back of the net, scoring Conestoga's second and third goals to
complete an improbable comeback and even the score.

Suddenly, a game that had seemed firmly in Abington's control was completely up for grabs. The crowd was
going absolutely wild, and the energy surrounding the field was electric. Yet, despite surrendering its lead,
Abington refused to back down. The Ghosts continued to battle, demonstrating the same toughness, composure,
and competitive spirit that had carried them to the championship game.

With the championship hanging in the balance, both teams pushed relentlessly to gain the advantage. Every
possession mattered, every defensive stop was critical, and every scoring opportunity brought the crowd to its
feet. But it was Conestoga's Ben Frischmann who sent the Pioneer faithful into an absolute frenzy, scoring the
fourth consecutive goal of the second half to complete one of the most memorable championship comebacks
imaginable.

What once seemed nearly impossible had become reality. The Pioneers had turned a three-goal deficit into a 4-3
advantage through an extraordinary belief in one another.

While Conestoga's incredible comeback will certainly be remembered, Saturday's championship was also a
tremendous reflection of the character of both programs. Abington played with class and determination,
demonstrating why the Ghosts deserved to compete on one of District 1's biggest stages.

Conestoga, meanwhile, showed what can happen when a team refuses to surrender, regardless of the
circumstances. Both teams competed fiercely, respected the game, and represented their schools and
communities with tremendous sportsmanship. In the end, there could only be one champion, but there was no
shortage of heart on either sideline.



